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Geography Focus:      Extreme Weather   Year 4 Autumn 2 

Key Vocabulary 
Blizzard A severe snowstorm with high winds. 

Hurricane A storm with a violent wind faster than 70 miles per hour. 

Avalanche  A mass of snow, ice, and rocks falling rapidly down a mountainside. 

Drought A prolonged period of abnormally low rainfall, leading to a shortage of water. 

Flood An overflow of a large amount of water beyond its normal limits, especially over what is normally dry land. 

Tornado  A mobile, destructive vortex of violently rotating winds having the appearance of a funnel-shaped cloud and 

advancing beneath a large storm system 

Cyclone A storm or system of winds that rotates about a centre of low atmospheric pressure and that moves forward 
at a speed of 20 to 30 miles an hour and often brings heavy rain. 

Monsoon A seasonal prevailing wind in the region of South and South East Asia, blowing from the south-west between 

May and September and bringing rain (the wet monsoon), or from the north-east between October and April 

(the dry monsoon). 

Gale  A very strong wind. 

Ice Storm A storm of freezing rain that leaves a coating of ice. 

Hail Pellets of frozen rain which fall in showers from clouds. 

Wildfire  A large, destructive fire that spreads quickly over woodland or brush. 

Water Cycle The cycle of processes by which water circulates between the earth's oceans, atmosphere, and land, 

involving rain and snow, drainage in streams and rivers, and return to the atmosphere by evaporation and 

transpiration. 

Evaporation  The process of turning a liquid into a vapour. 

Transpiration The exhalation of water vapour from plants. 

Condensation  water which collects as droplets on a cold surface when humid air is in contact with it. The conversion of a 
gas to a liquid. 

Precipitation Rain, snow, sleet, or hail that falls to or condenses on the ground 

Clouds A visible mass of condensed watery vapour floating in the atmosphere, typically high above the general level 

of the ground 

Air Pressure The measure of the weight of air above us in the atmosphere. 

High Pressure This occurs when cold air pushes down, usually bringing fine weather. 

Low Pressure This occurs when warm air rises to make clouds and rain. 

Continent  A large solid area of land. Earth has seven continents: Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, 

Europe and Australia.  


