
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, children begin to learn that as they grow up, they are increasingly able to 

do more things for themselves independently. This emerging knowledge and understanding can be used to 

explore  early historical skills. 

 

History in EYFS is taught within the ‘Understanding the World’ area of learning. Children have a wide variety of 

rich experiences. From going on visits, to visitors coming into school. From being read to frequently, to playing 

with friends.  

Children: 

• Learn through experiences the concept of time.  

• Learn through experiences the concept of change.  

• Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experienc-

es and what has been read in class 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and sto-

rytelling. 
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